Georgia Walk to School Day News Release   


The following template news release can be tailored to officially engage the media surrounding either Georgia Walk to School Day.  The template can be further modified to alert the media about another Walk to School event being organized throughout the year. 
Using the Template 

· Fill in the bracketed areas with your organization/event information


· Logo: We encourage you to use the Resource Center Georgia Walk to School Day logo.  Add your own program logo, if you’d like.  You may also choose to print the news release on your organization’s letterhead. 

· Contact Information: It is important to choose a point person for the news release who will be available both once the release is distributed and throughout the event.  Use the contact phone number that has the greatest likelihood of reaching the person.


· Length: The ideal news release is no longer than one page in length.


· Identify Media Contacts: Use the media lists and instructions available to registered schools to identify the appropriate contact information for your local media.


· Distribution: A few days or the day before the event, distribute the release to local media contacts (television, radio, and newspaper). Email, fax, mail and hand-delivery are all ways to distribute the release.
· Materials: Have copies of the news release available at the event. In addition, you may also compile a press kit, including fact sheets, backgrounders and biographies. 
.

Scroll down to one page for the news release.
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[Release date]

Contact: 
[Name, number and email]
[City, County, area] school(s) Anticipate Spring with March 2, 2011 Georgia Walk to School Day

[City, State]  -- [Name of School, participating organizations, etc.] in [city or county] will welcome spring by participating in Georgia Walk to School Day on Wednesday, March 2, 2011.  Approximately [number] of students and their families, along with [teachers] [and names of local officials, community organizations, etc] will start walking or bicycling to school at _____ a.m., with walking school buses and bicycle trains arriving at school by _____ a.m.   Once at school, [list any additional event details such as give aways, signs, etc]. 
[Name of school] joins other Georgia schools across the state who are participating in the event.  Sponsored by the Georgia Department of Transportation’s Safe Routes to School Resource Center, Georgia Walk to School Day complements International Walk to School Day held each fall.  “We had great success with last year’s inaugural Georgia Walk to School Day and believe even more students will participate in 2011, said Sarah Knight, Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource Center Manager.  “It’s a great way to welcome spring.”
 [Name of school] is a [bronze, silver or gold] Level Partner with the Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource Center.  The school’s Safe Routes to School program [information on when it started, the school champion, program activities, and other community organizations participating with the program].  

For additional local information, please contact [name] at [phone number, if possible, give a cell phone number that allows media to contact the individual during the event.]
About the Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource Center
[image: image3.emf]Established in August 2009, the Resource Center works with elementary and middle schools to create school-based SRTS teams aimed at encouraging children to walk and bike to school safety.  The Resource Center offers 3 partnership levels for schools interested in creating a local Safe Routes to School program.  Six School Outreach Coordinators program support and guidance to Partner schools.  School-based Safe Routes to School program activities are centered on Education, Encouragement, Enforcement and Evaluation.  As of today, the Resource Center’s six school outreach coordinators have established partnerships with 360 schools.  Sixty-five local agencies are partners as a Friend of the Safe Routes to School program.  For more information, visit www.SafeRoutesGA.org or call 1.877.436.8927.  
